Checklist for APA Formand Style
by Sherilyn Newel |

APA refers to the Publication Manual of the American
Psychol ogi cal Association (5th ed.); SGAD refers to the
Style Guide for the Applied Dissertation, which lists
vari ations from APA st andards.

Type of Error Source for Rule
___ Abbreviations APA pp. 103-111, 3.20-3.29
acronyns APA pp. 104-105, 3.21-3.23
group aut hors APA pp. 209-210, 3.96
Latin abbreviations APA p. 106, 3.24
U S states APA p. 218, Table 4.1
___ Abstract SGAD;, APA pp. 12-15, 1.07
___ Anper sand APA p. 209, 3.95
___Ant hr oponor phi sm APA p. 38, 2.04
___Appendi xes
contents, cover pages SGAD
headi ngs APA p. 299, 5.19
or der APA p. 205, 3.90
reference in text APA p. 206, 3.90
___ Believe vs. feel APA p. 37, 2.04
___ Bias APA pp. 61-76
___ Block quotations APA p. 292, 5.13
___ Capitalization APA pp. 94-100

nouns before nunbers APA p. 97, 3.15
raci al designations APA p. 68, 2.15

__Ctations APA pp. 207-214, 3.94-3.103
ref erence agreenent APA p. 215, 4.01
di rect quotations APA pp. 117-118, 3.34
el ectroni c sources APA p. 231, 4.15
| egal materials APA pp. 397-410, Appendix D
mul ti pl e aut hors APA pp. 208-209, 3.95

pers. comuni cations APA p. 214, 3.102

same- aut hor/ sane-date APA p. 212, 3.99
secondary sources APA pp. 247-248, Ex. 22
verb tense APA p. 42, 2.06



Col on

Conmas
i n nunbers

Dashes

Elli pses

Fi gures
Foot not es
Headi ng | evel s

Hyphenati on
at end of |ines

ltalics

Mar gi ns
right justification

Modi fi ers
dangl i ng
m spl aced
Nunber s
nuneral s vs. words
plurals
starting sentences
Pagi nati on
Paper
Par agr aphs
i ndentati on
| ength
Paral |l el construction
Par ent heses

Pl agi ari sm

Preferred spelling

APA pp. 80-81, 3.04

APA pp. 78-80, 3.02
APA p. 129, 3.48

APA p. 291, 5.11

APA p. 293, 5.13

SGAD; APA pp. 177-201, 3.76-3.86
do not use

SGAD; APA pp. 114-115, 3.32

APA pp. 89-94, 3.11
APA p. 287, 5.04

APA pp. 100-103, 3.19

SGAD
APA p. 287, 5.04

APA pp. 50-52, 2.09

APA p. 52, 2.09

APA pp. 50-51, 2.09

APA pp. 122-130, 3.42-3.49
APA pp. 122-127, 3.42-3.43
APA p. 130, 3.49

APA p. 126, 3.43c

SGAD, APA p. 288, 5.06
SGAD

SGAD; APA p. 289, 5.08
APA p. 36, 2.03

APA pp. 57-60, 2.11

APA pp. 84-85, 3.07

APA pp. 349-350, 8.05

APA p. 89, 3.10



Prelim nary pages
Pr onouns

Quot ati on narks
punctuation with

Ref erences
general fornms
exanpl es of
| egal materials

Runni ng heads

Sem col on

Seriation

Si nce vs. because

Sl ash

Spaci ng

after punctuation

Statistics

SGAD
APA pp. 47-50, 2.08

APA pp. 82-83, 3.06
APA p. 293, 5.13

SGAD; APA pp. 219-281

APA pp. 223-231, 4.07-4.15
APA pp. 239-281, 4.16

APA pp. 397-410 (Appendi x D)
do not use

APA p. 80, 3.03

APA p. 292, 5.12

APA p. 57, 2.10

APA pp. 87-88, 3.09

SGAD
APA pp. 290-291, 5.11

APA pp. 136-147, 3.52-3.61

N and n, percent (% APA pp. 139-140, 3.58

Subj ect-verb
agr eenent

Tabl es (format)
capitalization
text references

Tests and surveys

That vs. which

Titles

Typef ace

Wil e vs. although

Wor di ness/clarity

APA pp. 44-47, 2.07
SGAD, APA pp. 147-176, 3.62-3.74
APA p. 96, 3.13

APA p. 155, 3.63

APA pp. 206-207, 3.93

APA p. 55, 2.10

APA pp. 10-11, 1.06

SGAD

APA pp. 56-57, 2.10

APA pp. 34-35, 2.03 and 2.04



