Find the Best School for your Child!

By: Cheli Cerra, M. Ed.

Finding the best school for your child takes an immense amount of time, work, persistence
and dedication. But most of all it takes knowledge. After you have acquired the knowledge,
you have to apply it.

Your child's education is very important—important enough for you as a parent to take the
time to know your school options. In searching for a school or program it is hard to know what
questions to ask, and if they are the right ones. Many parents feel overwhelmed at the amount
of information that is given to them. Too much information is also not good, since it makes it
even that much harder to make a decision. The one thing that you always must focus on is
your child. Do not make a decision because of peer pressure, the latest "cutting edge"
program or out of fear (you fear that your child will be missing out if you don't act quickly).
Make your decision based on your child's needs. Below are some points to consider when
looking for the best school for your child.

What are the different programs the school can offer your child?
Art? Music? Theatre? Technology?

What are some of the after school activities available in the school? Tutoring? Enrichment
Activities? Parental Groups?

Is the school warm and friendly? Are the staff members attentive to you and your concerns?
Do they take the time to answer all of your questions?

Is the school well maintained? Are the school grounds regularly tended and nicely kept? Is the
school clean, nicely painted?

Do the students in the school understand discipline? Do they behave orderly or are the
hallways full of loud talking, screaming and chaos that can disrupt learning?

Will the school be appropriate for your child's learning style(s)?
Quality schools will always stand the test of time. A decision that is made after you have
considered what is in your child's best interest is the right way to go.

For more information on what questions to ask and what makes a quality school, check out
the Special Report "Parents Who Want Successful Children."
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