
DONALD D. GAINEY, EdD 
45 Hunting House Lane 
North Scituate, RI 02857 
(401) 764-0373 (Home) 
(401) 764-0374 (FAX) 

E-mail - gaineyd@nsu.nova.edu 

Education 

1991 EdD Nova Southeastern University (Educational Leadership) 
1970 MAT Rhode Island College (Biology) 
1966 BA  Rhode Island College (Biology) 
Work Experience 

2005-Present Program Professor – Office of Academic Affairs 
 Fischler School of Education and Human Services 
 Nova Southeastern University 
2003-Present Doctor of Educational Leadership (DEDL) Liaison  
2002-2004 Program Professor – Graduate Leadership Studies 
 Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services 
 Nova Southeastern University 
2000-2002 Program Professor – DEDL Program 
 Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services 
 Nova Southeastern University 
1999-2005 Field Studies – Lead National Faculty 
 Director of Field Studies and Field Study Seminars 
 Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services 
 Nova Southeastern University 
1995-Present DEDL Committee Chair and Committee Reader 
1995-1999 Principal, Milford High School, Milford, MA 
1996-1999 Adjunct Program Professor, Nova Southeastern University 
1994-1995 Principal, Sharon High School, Sharon, MA 
1993 Interim Superintendent of Schools, West Warwick School Department 
1992-1994 Adjunct Faculty, Rhode Island College 
1991-1995 Adjunct Faculty, Nova Southeastern University 
1983-1994 Assistant Superintendent of Schools, West Warwick School Department 
1974-1994 Principal, West Warwick High School, West Warwick, RI  
1972-1974 Assistant Principal, J.F. Deering Junior High School, West Warwick, RI 
1969-1973 Program Director, West Warwick-Coventry Head Start Program 
1966-1972 Biology Teacher, J.F. Deering Junior High School, West Warwick, RI 
National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) 
1995-2002 Summer Institute Presentations 
1991-2001 Site Administrator – Boston VI-Boston XII  
National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) (Continued) 

mailto:gaineyd@nsu.nova.edu


2001-2003 Member of the Editorial Board for Connections: NASSP Journal of Secondary 
and Higher Education 

2000-2002 Member of NASSP Standing Committee for Professors of Secondary School 
Administration and Supervision 

1995-1999 NASSP National Alliance of High Schools – Advisory Committee – whose 
primary function is implementing school reform as addressed in Breaking 
Ranks: Changing an American Institution. 
• Breaking Ranks Trainer (1999-Present) 

1993-1995 NASSP Advisory Council on the American High School 
1993-1994 NASSP Task Force on Elections and Governance (Chair) – Task force report 

on the election process and the national restructuring of NASSP 
governance was adopted by membership. 

1993-1994 Member of NASSP Task Force on the Integration of Academics and 
Vocational Education 

1993-1994 Steering Committee Member – NASSP Board of Directors (Elected by Board 
of Directors)  

1992-1994 NASSP Work Keys Advisory Panel in conjunction with ACT 
1989-1993 Member of NASSP Board of Directors 

• Board Liaison to Smaller Secondary Schools Committee (1990-1993) 
• Board Liaison to Non-Public Schools Committee (1989-1990) 

1987-1994 NASSP Assessment Center Assessor 
• Assessment Center participant (1987, 1988) 

1979-1994 NASSP Federal Relations Network 
 Congressional Testimony on behalf of NASSP: 

• U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and Labor (1990) 
• U.S. Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee (1989) 
• U.S. Senate Sub-Committee on Education and the Arts (1982) 

1974-Present NASSP member 
Rhode Island Association of School Principals (RIASP) 
1999-2000 Interim Executive Director – Rhode Island Association of School Principals 
1990-1992 Hosted RI State Student Council Convention 
1987-1989 RIASP/NASSP Coordinator 
1986-1987 Rhode Island Honor Society  (Chair -- 1986-1987) 
1982-1994 RIASP/NASSP Federal Relations Network - RI Coordinator 
1982-1983 RIASP President 
1981-1982 RIASP President-Elect 
1976-1994 RIASP Professional Relations Committee  (Chair – 1976-1994) 
1976-1994 RIASP - Principals' Committee on Athletics (RIIL) – (Chair – 1979-1994) 
1975-1984 RIIL Sub-Committee on Girls' Athletics (Chair – 1977-1984) 
1975-1995 RIASP Executive Board member 



Rhode Island Educational Leadership Academy (RIELA) 
1988-1994 Consultant/Trainer – Teacher Supervision 
1987-1994 Consultant/Trainer – Teacher Evaluation 
1984-1994 RIELA Board of Directors  (Chair – 1984-1989) 
1984 Founding member of RIELA 
New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) 
1993-1994 Member of Committee on American and International Schools Abroad 
1993-1995 Committee to revise the Standards and Questionnaires of the Commission on 

Public Secondary Schools 
1986-1992 Served on the NEASC Commission for Public Secondary Schools 
1979-Present NEASC  Visiting Committees 

• Chair   
Concord High School, Concord, MA (2004) 
Wyndham High School, Wyndham, CT (2004) 
Manchester High School Central, Manchester, NJ (2003) 
Brighton High School, Boston, MA (2001) 
Bassick High School, Bridgeport, CT (2001) 
Melrose High School, Melrose, MA (2000) 
Chicopee High School, Chicopee, MA (1999) 
Cheshire High School, Cheshire, CT (1998) 
Woburn High School, Woburn, MA (1997) 
Gardner High School, Gardner, MA (1997) 
Nauset Regional High School, North Eastham, MA (1996) 
Pilgrim High School, Warwick, RI (1988) 
Montville High School, Montville, CT (1986) 
Bristol High School, Bristol, RI (1986) 

• Assistant Chair   
Nipmuc High School, Mendon, MA (1983) 
Central Falls Junior-Senior High School, Central Falls, RI (1982) 
Tolman High School, RI (1981) 
East Greenwich High School, East Greenwich, RI (1980) 

• Visiting Committee member 
Westerly High School, Westerly, RI (1979) 

Selected Professional Committees/Memberships 

2001-2002 National Association of Secondary School Principals – National Convention 
presentation – “New Challenges: Beyond the Principalship” 

2000-2002 Rhode Island High School Summit: “Systems for Change in RI High Schools” 
– Newport, RI 

2000-2002 National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education – Specialty Areas 
Studies Board (SASB) 

2000-2002 Coalition of Organizations for the Professional Preparation of Educators 
1999-Present American Educational Research Association 



Selected Professional Committees/Memberships (Continued) 
1994-2000 Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators Association 
1993-1996 Assessment Development Committee for The Regional Laboratory for 

Educational Improvement of the Northeast & Islands 
1993-1997 Governor's Commission for Rhode Island's Choice: High Skills or Low 

Wages 
1990-1995 Advisory Committee for Educational Management Development at Rhode 

Island College 
1989 Representative to the Rhode Island Educational Congress established by the 

RI General Assembly 
1982-1994 Appointed by the Governor to the Advisory Committee to the Board of 

Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education 
1982-1988 Member of the Commissioner's Advisory Council on Technology in 

Education 
1980-Present Member of Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development 

• Member of RIASCD (1987-Present) 
• Founding member of RIASCD (1987) 

1972 Founding Member of DIRECTIONS, Inc. – An community-based outpatient 
drug counseling program 

External Funding 
1978-1999 Authored and have been awarded competitive school improvement grants for the 

Milford School Department, Milford High School, West Warwick School 
Department and West Warwick High School from federal and state funding 
sources, as well as private foundations, in excess of $2 million. 

Professional Recognition/Consulting 
1999-Present Consultant to Middle School and High School Restructuring 

Exeter-West Greenwich High School, Exeter, RI (2002-2003) 
Cranston High School West, Cranston, RI (2002-2003) 
Fitzgerald-Haggerty Middle School, Cambridge, MA (2002-2003) 
Roger Williams Middle School, Providence, RI (2001-2002) 
South Windsor High School, South Windsor, CT (2001-2002) 
Nathan Hale – Ray High School. East Haddam, CT (2001-2002)  
Portsmouth High School, Portsmouth, RI (2001-2002) 
Hope High School, Providence, RI (2000-2002) 
Westerly High School, Westerly, RI (2000-2003) 
Central High School, Providence, RI (2000) 
Ft. Mill High School, Ft. Mill, SC (2000) 
Mt. Hope High School, Bristol, RI (2000) 
Smithfield High School, Smithfield, RI (1999-2000)  

2000 Principals’ Center at Harvard University – “Strategies for Staffing School 
Principal Positions” – Speaker 

1986  "In Honor of Excellence" recipient (Rhode Island Principal of the Year) 



1983 "Epcot Symposium"  - Selected to represent Rhode Island at a symposium, 
sponsored by NASSP and the Disney Corp., for educational leaders to plan for 
the implementation of technology in education. 

Professional Recognition/Consulting (Continued) 
1980-Present Frequent presenter at state, regional and national (NASSP) conventions and 

conferences.  
Professional Literature 
1980-Present Frequent contributor to state, regional, and national (cited below) publications:  

Gainey, D. D. (2004).  Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes Report of 
Educational Leadership for the Fischler School of Education and Human 
Services.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern University, Fischler 
Graduate School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (2003).  Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership: Guide to 
the Applied Dissertation.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern 
University, Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services.  

Gainey, D. D. (Ed.) (2002).  Field Study and Field Study Seminar: General Study 
Guide.  Ft. Lauderdale, FL: Nova Southeastern University. 

Gainey, D. D. (2002).  Tips for Professional Writing:  How to Avoid the Pitfalls 
of Professional Writing.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern 
University, Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (2002).  Overview of an Applied Dissertation, Where to Begin.  
North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern University, Fischler Graduate 
School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (2002).  Preparing for Change:  Where to Begin.  North Miami 
Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern University, Fischler Graduate School of 
Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (2001). Tips for technical writing: How to avoid the mechanical 
pitfalls of professional writing.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern 
University, Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (Ed.) (2001).  Field Study and Field Study Seminar: General Study 
Guide.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern University, Fischler 
Graduate School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (Ed.) (2001).  Field Study and Field Study Seminar: Supplemental 
Readings.  North Miami Beach, FL:  Nova Southeastern University, Fischler 
Graduate School of Education and Human Services. 

Gainey, D. D. (2000).  Extended Learning Time:  A Guide to Change.  
Providence, RI:  Regional Laboratory at Brown University. 

Gainey, D. D. (Ed.) (2000).  Field Study and Field Study Seminar: General Study 
Guide.  North Miami Beach, FL: Nova Southeastern University. 

Gainey, D. D. (Ed.) (2000).  Field Study and Field Study Seminar: Supplemental 
Readings.  North Miami Beach, FL: Nova Southeastern University. 



Gainey, D. D., & Brucato, J. M. (1999).  Questions and Answers about Block 
Scheduling:  An Implementation Guide. Larchmont, NY:  Eye on Education. 

Gainey, D. D., & Webb, L. D. (1998).  The Education Leader’s Role:  How to 
Proceed.  Reston, VA:  National Association of Secondary School Principals. 

Gainey, D. D., & Winn, G.  (1996).  “Who Will Teach Tomorrow?”  High School 
Magazine, 4(1), 32-40. 

Gainey, D. D. (1995).  “Public School Choice:  Let the Education Buyer Beware.”  
NASSP Bulletin, 79(572), 62-68.  

Gainey, D. D. (1994).  “The American High School and Change:  An Unsettling 
Process.”  NASSP Bulletin, 78(560), 26-34.  

Gainey, D. D. (1993).  Education for the New Century.  Reston, VA:  National 
Association of Secondary School Principals. 

Gainey, D. D. (1992).  “Public Education as a Private Enterprise:  Implications 
for Principals.”  NASSP Bulletin, 76(546), 74-80.  

Gainey, D. D. (1990).  “Teacher Evaluation and Supervision for School 
Improvement:  Myth or Reality?” NASSP Bulletin, 74(524), 14-19.  




